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AUSTIN, November 8, 1857. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE. È 
IENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, . 


andthe House of Representatives : 

You will receive herewith, the report of two of the Commis- 
ioners, appointed to investigate and report the facts in rela- 
tion to the illegal issue of certificates for land, by the County 
Vouris within the limits of Peters’ Colony. 

These Courts were authorized under the provisiens of “An 
Achielating to lands in Peters Colony,” approved 10th Feb- 
mary, 1852, to issue certificates of 640 acres to heads of 
families, and of 320 acres to single men, who settled within 
de limits of said Colony, prior to the first day of July, 1848, 
and resided therein for three years, provided they had not 
previously obtained a certificate from the Colony Commissioner, 
nor a headright from the Republic or State of Texas. 

Before such a certificate could issue, such Colonist was 
required to prove his settlement and residence, as above stated, 
tefore some County Court in said Colony, by his own oath 
ad the oath of two respectable witnesses, and also by his own 
j wth that he had not received a certificate from the Colony 
Commissioner, nor a headright from the Republic or State, 

These Commissioners report that they have examined the 
words of the County Courts of Grayson, Cook and Collin 
Counties, and they give the names of fifty persons who receiv- 
el certificates of 640 acres, and 121 who received certificates 
(300 acres in the County first named. Thirty-eight whé 
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received. certificates of 640 acres, and thirty-three who y. | 
ceived certificates of 320 aeres in Cook County, and 21 wl, 
received certilicates of 640 acres, and 27 who' received cn 
tificates of 320 accs in Collin County, making together 10 
certificates of 640 avres, and 181 of 320 acres, equal to 177. | 
680 acres, the most of which they believe were legally 15911] 
to person» notentitled to them. 

They also State “that a large majority of said certificata 
were issued to young men who were ander 37 yems of asec 
the Ist day of July 1848,—that nearly all were issued on e 
parte affidavits of persons who were not befme the Cont 
that in many cases the facts sworn to, would not entitle t 
anpheant to a certificare, that some of the affidavits we: 
jugenioasie drawn, the phrascology so studied, that the affar 
veelly swears to no material faet, and that the County Cou? 
were greatly inposed upon.” 

These Commissioners also state that they were undblet| 
visit Tarrant and Parker Counties, but that they are oiedilà 
pifoimed that a large number of illegal certificates have di 
issued in both of said Counties, That only one of then gould 
visit Wise County ; but from his examination, they believyth! 
vj wards of 20,000 acres of ‘certificates have been issuwl Y 
that County. They make no report in regard to he ak 
Counties in sald Colony. ` 

{t will he seen from the report that all but cight of e 
ecitificates were Issued since the Ist of July, 1855, and fig 
eight were issued since the Ist of Fehuay of the seme us 

it is poper that you should be informed, that as sory ht 
was ascertained that certificates of this chmacter wee sa 


is taken by the Legislature.3n regard to them, 


- 
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Upon a review of the facts disclosed by this report, I woulu 
anggest the immediate passage of an act to repeal that section 
the lew, that authorizes County Courts to issue Colony 
Cutificates, concuriently with another actáo prohibit the Cox- 
uissioner of the General Land Office from issuing a Patent upon 
any Colony Certificate issued by a County Court Mce the firs: of 
Fomuay 1853, until the Legislature shall otherwise dicet. 

Should these recommendations meet your approbation, a 
(mmission onvht to be established before which the holders 
Athe Certificates may prove up their claims anew, in the 
panne: they should have proved them befine the County Courts, 
+ they should be allowed to prove them up anew before the 
Vishict Court, as it is possible that some of these rertificates 
Ay have been issued to persons who were entitled to reeeive 
them, 


E, M, PEASE, 


REPORT. 
+ 


To His Exc(ELLENCY, 
E. M. Pease, Governor of the State of Texas: 
The undersigned, Commissioners appointed by you to i.- 


vestizate the Land Boar ds within Peters Colonies, heg leave 
to submit the following Report. 


The following are the Certificates, illegally issued by the 
County Court of Grayson County : 


o e maae - em Tc eee T A A A ee tee 
SU E ~ lI = — P ue Ene ¿DD te ee 


NO OF} a aras | NOOE 
cont vi Names or GRANTEE. DATE or ISSUING. crea 
54 Hezekiah W arden, Nov. Term, 1855 640 
55 3 ohn Thornhill E “ e ^ 64 
56 ; Axchilles Thornhill, Q8 e 3 GAD 
5i {Bay yant Brown, [6 ec € — (Hm 
58 ¿Nelson Wells, e « | 640 
59 Hiram Savage, e s 6i 6m 
60 ‘Elias p. Browuing, Jan. Term, 1856 320 
61 (J. N. B. Smith, »P e ULI 
62 ‘Alfred Stinson, | eo € | 320 
3 [Morton W atson, | le 5 di dU 
67 [Riley E. Rutledge, Feb, Tenn, 1856 330 
63 lA. M. Alexander, M ur. i 50 
69 L.C. Alexander, Qf so t S20 
70 Josiah Watson, e, Xi 
TI ¡James Jennings, pa + | 8 
72 | Wm. A. Garrison, May, “  “ | Bub 
T (Geo. W. Hartzog, ha E y 320 
74 ‘Richard M. Hartzog, | € e RO 
75 [Win. W. Wheat, se ee AHO 
76 ¡Wade H. Hudson, June, € "4 do 


TT iG N. Butt, (augmentation) “© — «© “©: BR 
rri A. Capps, July, «€ e | 00 


LI 
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[CoxTINUED.] 


Richard i "Walker, 
L. D. Walker, 
Henry Hanning, 
B. E. MeGlothlin, 
John MeGlothlin, 
David Vance, 
[Charles E E. Wantlin, 
IS. M. Dlevins, 
¡Hiram Grimes, 
Jonathan Adamson, 
B. J. Brown, 
J ohn 1 MeBailey 3 
¡Arnold A. Atkinson, 
Lewis T. Reeves, 
John A. Deaver, 
IS. H. McIntire, 
iB. F. Travis, 
lw. N. Dostick; 
Edward Cochran. 
Andrew J. Robinson, 
Nathaniel Wheeler, 
Wm. W. Vaden, 
James M. Atchison, 


Bes Story, 


George Brown, . 
trother M. Hawkins, 

Saml B. Vaden, 

Wim. Erwin, 

L. 8. Cartwright, 

Upton O. Blackwell, 

T. H. Fox, 

Wm. C. Twitty, 

John A. Bailey, 

‘Tarlton Bailey, 

T Y. Bone, 

A. O, Ingram, 

David J ackson, 

Hiram Payne, 

¡Robert E, Creel, 


[44 


[44 


July, Term 18561 3: 
[14 < [44 g 
| 


iii) pri micio pi È 


re a 
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[ContIstrD.] 

James Chefin, Nov. Tam 1856 640 
iP. N, Bruton, | 390 
¡George Labors, Vo — K | Sq 
Win, "Meek, “a u e j 04) 
John Ly Lee, a T ‘| 30 
Martin Y. Shultz, “ T « ' 39 
J. M. Simmons, Ks «Gay 
M. A, Flood, e T s ^ qup 

robert Tucker, +t it “o go 
¡Homy Meck, E uo «4 | og 
Geo, W. Fitzhugh, T 4 eo: o5 
‘ Arther $. Wells, ic T € 5 3$ 
¡Clemant ©. Fitch, « ee e | 299 
;Phillip Carr, Jr., “ok «1 s 
‘Thomas J. Shannon, Jr, “ at el m» 
(Wm. B. McKinney, | « e ce | 39 
¡Elias P. Chafin, ce P «o 899 
"Wm. R. Strong, T: e “ 389 
Geo, W. Jones, a i E34 305 
dames Hades, « m « 329 
J. Philips, “oono a | 89 
¡Stephen H. Diew, ce T Qo 008 
"Samuel C. Watson, Dem. * » i O8 
T: W. Sav age, El «€ 4 289 
E. L. Bone, e tt [14 
M. L. Sides, (a woman noten-| “ £€ 139 


‘Daniel A. Wells, 
‘James C. MeGarrah, 
'E. M. Murphy, 
Charles L. Brown, 
iH, G. Patterson, 
Eno. Garrison, 

¡John J. Pierce, 
\John Watson, 
(Samuel M. McKay, 
id ames F. Bray, 
¡Elias Spray, 

¡John J. Campbell, 
iJ oseph. Meaders, 
¡Thomas C. Hale, 
¡Thomas E, Garrison, 


titled.) 


‘i ae ae 
te e (14 
46 ey “ 
£c tc € 
144 te [44 
tá [14 E 
[14 144 (44 
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[Coxmxveb.} 


‘Sterling C. Wood, 
¡Charles Jewel, 

‘Sevier Shanon, 
¡Henry T. Hill, 

mU Hond:ix, 
Jacob Jewell, 

James H. Ste DA 
James M ae) 
Hush W. Thompson, 
‘Herod Coudia, 

"E. €. Despain, 

Jobn Brown, 

‘Richad B. Spradlin, 
Lidia Thomps m, 
(foo, W. Spradlin, 
¡Francis M. Spradlin, 
iB. E, Despain, 
‘Rufus K. Wilburn, 
John Despain, 
{Alfred Crocker, 

AVA J. Garden] Nicher, 
'Simon Cutral, 
¡Hiram R. Rassel, 
¡Thomas J. Cartwri 
James R. Chafin, 
‘A. H. Chafin, 

iR, N. Chafin, 
Win. Beasonov er, 
Win, E. Fisher, 
Wim. Wilson, 
¡Andrew Leper, 
IJeAbraon E. Davis, 


id. W. Oneal, 


¡Stephen E. Wood, 
id no, W. Wood, 
James L. `W elch, 
Isaac G. Herod, 
Jno. W. New, 
"Wm. N. Bruce, 
E. Despain, 

Levi D. Shane, 


oht, 


Dia SOS 
Dee Perm 1856 
st te &C 
1 t vC 
d Ck € Ca 
1 H >a 36 
i > ve vt 
PIS ue 
m » $ 
194 oe x 
ra de 
ve 
i Lo ae t 
ee 6. [4 
t 
* dhe sl oe 
i os sc As 
A ci i. ta 
vo [44 ~ 
i -é ae 
ef of vi 
É 
ss ui € 
i as [e & 
I [4 ak [4 
1 
H * ve 4 
3 
* a< DES e» 
4 
^ fe z {z 
T.i [T4 wf 
i 
Sx iC vi 
Jan, Term 1857! 
ce ae 
ee al tí 
NET. a 
: ot +3 [44 
i [14 Ya č 
j a e ec 
i u a T. 
boat 44 [44 
i T: « 
| [14 it 4% 
| 11 i44 
| [74 of [44 
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[CoxtINtED,] 


206 Thomas J, Miller, (Jan, Tem 1857; 3% 
207 ¡Robert E. Shannon, Ue e ec 320 


208 iG. W. Cook, € & — € | 640 
209 G. O, Lindsey, di o a | 64) 
210 {Americus L. Nelms, Feb € | 320 
211 ‘Abraham Wooly, te € e | 890 


212 Wm. W. Shaver, e t e 
213  ¡Grandison Shaver, t s K 
214 jJames B. Dawson, e ta e 
215 ¡James A. Wilmoth, “ < ee 
216 di 
217 
218 g. D. Fitzhugh, 
219 ¡Henry Russell, 
220 | 
221 (Win, H. Wilson, - 
222 ¡Daniel D. Dawson, 

223 [Wm. W. Lovejoy. 

224 ¡Thomas E, Moutu, 

225 James W. Hale, 

220 4M. D. Chatin, 

227 JR W. Mathews, 

227 «Stephen H. Miller, 

"353 {Elijah Stephens, 
*122  'Mieajah J. Davis, 
ZISA [Jane Bean, 640 


2 ra ln. 
E ree aem ae r - nn La ASS 
<= cared’ æ - some Buelow -— m ee I T. 


640 
640 
320 
640 
820 
320 
820 
390 
320 
820 
220 
320 
320 
390 
320 
649 
320 
640 
380) 


MeKinzie J. Wilson, 
Wm. N. J. Walsh, 


| 
Thompkins Russell, 8S € & 
| 
| 
N 


COOK COUNTY. 


The following are the Certificates illegally issued, by the 
County Court of Cook County: 


-> um—-- - AAA 2 AR CRA 


so Wai OF cule. DATE OF ISSUING.! i. 
15 John Size, ‘May, Term 1834 640 
16 Wm. A. J. Finch, Sep. te ES 640 
17 {Wm, Cochran, Es "m ks | 320 
18 Joseph Clark, Md "s i | 320 
19 "Wm. Blevins, Oot- Mr. s | 320 
90 Luke Blevins, j^ » “ : 640 
21 ¡Hugh L. D. Blevins, Ws UM SE. «40 
22 "Wm, W. Freeman, ce se s | 320 
23 ¿GH A. Criner, in Me e | 320 
24 Wm, Coffer, ce « « 640 
25 J acob Shipman, ee EET vie 8 B20 
26 John W. Ev: "a dl di * | 320 
27 J. R. Fletcher 5 e e i 320 

4 640 


29 ‘John Reasonoy er, 


80 C. M. Blevins, 640 
31 Early Reasonover, «8 6, 640 
32 J. W, Jennings, & € — & | 390 
33 LA. N. Steele, ua «ol 930 


| 
| 
| 
98 .B. J, Evans, | ce Es « 
| 
| 
84 J olm S. Steele, ' 
| 


$5 ‘Esquire Blovins, z es « | 640 
80 Win, J. Capps, ee « e | 820 
87 "Henry Cochran, "Nov, © u | 640 
¿8 Wn. C, Cantwell, 1 se T e | 390 
39 Win. C. Wharton, «c ét « 640 
40 5,8. Weaver, (Lawyer inm D e ce 320 


41 ‘Jane Rutledge, Gaiusville,} | 
| 
43 ‘Jemison Rutledge, | MEL 


4) Jacob Dye, « « “« | 640 

{ 320 
44 ¡Edward Cockran, t a « ; 890 
45 Wo. MeGlothlin, ct e u | 640 
46 Wm. C, Beaty, qu «uu «e 640 
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[Coxmsvz».] 


Win. S. Bicg len, 
Ww e H. Shultz, 
Perry Bogard, 
Robert R. Beaty, 
Themas D. Hill, 
Jno. A. J, Cantwell, 
Thadeus YY. Dixon, 
B. F. Dixon, 


Heis of James H, Wooley, 


Elizabeth Spencer, 


Heirs of John W. Wooley, 


Win. Stevens, 
‘Thomas Stephens, 
Joseph J. Matthews, 
‘J. C. Weaver, 
‘Lifford F rench, 
‘Thomas Hill, 

‘James Sulliv: an, 
Wilson Roads, 

R. J. Wilson, 

FN Montgomery, 


Nancy M. Gray, 


Thomas W. Matthews, 
Charles A. Bailey, 

G. Spencer, 

"Wm. C. Hoggard, 
John We sley Meeks, 
Wm. P. Thomas, 
Robert Bean, 

‘Jolin W. Tur ner, 

(Matilda Clark, 

¡Reuben B. Cla1k, 

Amanthy Eve Far rell, 

J. W. W. Bailey, 

Joseph Young, 

‘J ames Mathews, 

jJ ames M, Neeley, 
Wim. J. Martin, 

‘I, J. Matthews, 


| 
i 


Pg 


i. 


^. 


b 


‘March 


Nov. Term 1856, 


$e 


rr na a E s d 


de a nn ee ri 


COLLIN COUNTY. 


auc TER 
æ X 


The following are the Certificates illegally issued, by the 
County Court of Collin County : 


ae eet 
a WA ee CR A LE 


NO OF 


CORTE, 


37 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
i4 
$5 
46 
47 
48 
49 
90 


Names or GRANTEE. 


. 


‘John Richards 


John A. Nelun, “May, 
(C. C. Nelms, * he 
Peter Kirk. po 
James Kük, d 
Isase Kiik, Ns 
Tx G. Miller, ‘duly, 
Elis Li tlepage, is 
Joseph Los sden, A 13 
¡Mens of Harden L. den, o; 
Thomas W. Baird, pe 
"Wm, Crenshaw, Au 
‘John H. Cooper, zs 
Allen W. Brown, Aen 
Daniel Dulany, ix 
Coonrod Tavis. y; 
W. A, Travis, e 
‘Moses Allen, da 
‘Heirs of N, D. Cooper, 3 
Jah Kirk, bs 
‘Lewis Lirk, Ab 
Willis Kirk, pe 
John W, Kirk, re 
"a. D. Paris, Nov 
‘Paul Watson, ie 
¡Jam 8 Watson, pee 
J. S. Travis, de 
AY, P. Worthington. (Mev, 
Burnell P. Smith, (Lawyer € 


i 


— —— 


‘Feb, Term 1855. 


Jeremiah Capps, in Grays n, "i 
G. W. Hawbright, County)!“ 


J. S. Wilburn, 
John Loxsly dr, 


ez 


st 


¡DATE OF ISSUING. 


ee 


+ NU UF 


ACRES 


640 


bae er e eines má — a 


640 
320 
640 
32) 
320 
64.) 
640 
320 
642 
64) 
040 
64) 
640 
64) 
6) 
640 
640 
GH) 
33 


320 
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95 Thomas A. Thompson, Nov, Term 1856: 320 
97 ¡Amos B. Tucker, LB NLIS 
100 James H. Lovejoy, |o CO Eo 390 
101 (Wm. L. Tucker, S NEM NE, ; 320 
102 Alexander Rice, iDeo, 5 — * : 320 
103 "T. J. Hart, . | : 320 
104 Seborne G. S. McGarrah, | s$ è ua 
105 ‘Robert, Richardson, 320 
106 ¡Lewis F. Cooper, | i 
t 


320 
i07 J.C, Hon, di e “ | 390 
108 XVm. H. Phillips, WEINE E 
109 ‘Caleb Phillips, uec dee gef Eao 
110 ¿Daniel S. Bradley, ie € | 3p 
111 Shediick J. Jackson, a i M b 8320 
112 jJ. Bachus, peo 59 93 


At the time appointed to meet at Taylorsville, Wise County, 
two of the Commissioners were sick, and only one attended, 
That Commissioner examined the Records of the County Comt, 
bnt made no report, ag he was alone, From his examination, 
however, we can say that there are upwards of 30,000 acres oj 
Cdrtificates illegally issued. We weve unable to go to Parker 
or Tarrant Counties, but we are credibly informed’ that a large 
number of illegal certificates have been issued from both Coün- 
ties. The Commissioners would further state, that a large 
majority ofthe above certificates issued from the Countiosd 
Grayson, Cuok and Collin, were issued to young men, who 
were under 17 years of age, on the Ist day of July, 1848, and 
almost the entire number of certificates aforesaid, were isted 
npon the affidavits of the parties, none of whom were before 
the Court, and in many cases, the facts sworn to in the affida 
vits, would not entitle the affiant to a certificate, Some ofthe 
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afidavits were so ingeniously drawn, the phraseology so 
studied, that the affiant really swore to no material fact, and 
the County Courts, were meatly imposed upon. 

Qur powers under the law were so limited, that we were 
wable to bring witnesses before us, but have no doubt that 
me few of the Grantees whose names are above reported ar 
utitled to Certificates, 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

- E. P. NICHOLSON, 
- H. G. HENDRICKS, 


Commissioners. 


